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Captain’s Rescue Revives Debate Over Arming Crews
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held for ransom if the crews tried to defend themselves and failed.
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If that antiterrorism system were expanded to include piracy and ships were armed, Mr.

Parker said, captains could be authorized to take greater measures. “The captain declares
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But many ship owners, including those with vessels that regularly ply the waters off East

Africa, remain deeply reluctant to allow any weapons on their ships, said Matthew Flynn,
a shipping consultant in Hong Kong who works closely with ship owners in Asia and East
Africa.
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Ship owners also do not want crews to be armed because few merchant sailors have
combat training and because pirates with deep pockets from ransom payments will
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Most ports severely restrict vessels from having weapons on board, and changing those
regulations in each country would be difficult, Mr. Flynn said. The United States Coast
Guard has been especially wary, fearing that the weapons could be used for terrorist
attacks.
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Because a commercial vessel might stop in a dozen countries during a voyage, it would be
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Accidental fires are a constant worry for tanker crews, which train for them constantly. A
tanker crew that is exchanging gunfire with pirates could run the risk of igniting vapors
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Scott Shane contributed reporting from Washington.

A version of this article appeared in print on April 13, 2009, on page Next Article in World (19 of 25) »|
A8 of the New York edition.
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